 Bumper Entry for Abbyleix Manor Hotel Stages Rally

This Sunday 27th of February sees the Birr & District Motor Club hosts its annual car stages rally.  This year the rally moves to the Laois countryside with rally headquarters in the Manor Hotel in Abbeyleix. We are very proud to have the Manor Hotel as our main sponsors for this event, the first round of the Dunlop National Rally Championship.

Considering the economic times we are going through at the moment we are over whelmed at the response to this event and the quality of entries received to date.

There has been a lot of support and interest in this rally in the past few weeks and we are glad to announce that over 180 cars will contest the Laois tarmac rally stages this Sunday, which is also the opening round of Top Part West Coast and Loughran Signs Midlands East Rally Championships.

Leading away the entries Sunday morning will be Welsh driver and last years winner Melvyn Evans in his Subaru (WRC), followed closely by number 2 seed and recent Galway rally winner Tim Mc Nulty also in a WRC Subaru.

Third car on the road will be that of Monagahan driver Niall Maguire and 4th seed Kevin Barrett both driving Subaru WRCs.

Co Antrim driver Derek Mc Garrity will lead the Group N (production) cars away at number 5 in his newly built Mitsubishi Evo 10,while Colm Murphy is in at number 6 in his Subaru N 12b, with corks Liam McCarthy in his WRC corolla in at number 7.

Declan and Brian Boyle who hail from Glenties in Donegal will be the top 2 wheel drive car away in their Ford Escort Mk2 with Wesley Patterson also in a Mk2 behind them at number9. Wexford man James Strafford who is navigated by Borris-on-ossary man Frank Dwyer in their darrion T 90 round off the top 10 cars.

Other Entries received include English driver Steve Simpson (Subaru), Kevin Kelleher  (Mitsubishi), Camillus Bradley (Escort), Pat Donegan (Escort), Welsh driver Washington James (Darrien T 90) Maurice Moffett (Starlet), Ian Barrett (Subaru), Lloyd Hutchinson (Mini) and Rodney White (Sunbeam) to name but a few.

Every year we get a strong local contingent and this year is no different. Local crews taking part this weekend include,

Aidan Bourke/John Kinihan                  Mitsubishi          Templemore

David Percy/Pat Nolan                           Escort Maxi        Cloughordan

Timmy England/Eoghan Forgaty           Mitsubishi           Roscrea

Benny Kennedy/Brendan Ryan              Honda civic         Nenagh

Larry Brady/Anthony Brady                   Ford Escort         Laois

Kieran Guinan/Alan Higgins                  Ford Escort         Birr

Fergus Kelly/Mike Doherty                    Peugeot 205        Birr

Andrew Slattery/Shaun Forde                 Subaru                 Nenagh

Davy Forde/John Nolan                          Subaru                  Nenagh

Michael Fitzgibbon/Ronan Shanahan     Honda Civic         Roscrea

Brian Kirwin/Fonnuala Moloney            Peugeot 206          Ballacolla

Mark Kirwin/Brendan Mc Cullagh          Swift                     Ballacolla

Mike Garahy/Nial Kane                          Ford Escort            Birr

Mike Dolan/Darren Delaney               Honda Civic           Camross

Joey Caroll.Mark Handcock               Ford Escort             Camross

Donald Powell/Keith Baggott             Honda Civic           Roscrea

Liam Bergin/John Fogarty                  Honda Civic            Rathdowney

Oliver Stanley/Jenny Kent                  Ford Focus               Durrow

Timothy Lowry/James Lowry            Honda Civic            Nenagh

Barry Foyle/Tommy Kelly                 Vauxhall Nova       Borris-on-ossary

Ray O Brien/Nicky Egan                    Mini Cooper           Birr

Daniel Gorman/Eoin Gorman

Ford Escort

Mountmellick

Brendan Hearns/Stephen Hearns
Vauxhall Nova
Ballinakill

This Sundays rally is the product of 8 months hard work led by Clerk of the Course Bill Ryan (Knockaroo) and his dedicated team of workers.

Mechanical scrutiny for all cars takes place on Saturday afternoon 26th of February from 2pm to 8 pm at Oliver Stanley motors in Durrow with Parc Ferme for all cars in the Abbeyleix Manor Hotel.  First car leaves the start ramp at the front of the hotel on Sunday morning at 9 am. The Service area is located at Grand Central in Rathdowney and will be open all day with the opening stage starting just outside Rathdowney town. The other two stages are in the  Grantstown and Oldtown  areas.

With such an attractive entry list it is anticipated that traffic in these areas will be busy and all motorists travelling in this area should allow extra time to complete their journeys.

Maps and programmes will be available in the Manor Hotel Abbeyleix, Service area Rathdowny, Abbeylix, Durrow, Ballacolla, Rathdowney and Borris-on-ossary. Anybody intending and interested in helping out should contact the chief Marshall Eoin Longworth on (086)-8179297.

If you are intending to spectate at our rally please THINK SAFETY at all times and obey all the marshals instructions  as they are their for everyone’s safety.

Further Details from www.Birrmotorclub.com

